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Psychic News’ TRUTH campaign for thermal testing of physical mediums
gets major backing from three continents By the Editor

IN A dramatic move designed to verify the
genuineness of physical mediumship and, at
the same time, rid Spiritualism of charlatans
pretending to produce physical phenomena,
Psychic News has joined forces with the
Spiritualists’ National Union (SNU) and the
Banyan Retreat to change perceptions and
challenge the procedures surrounding such
séances.

This informal coalition follows the exposure of Gary
Mannion'’s blatant fraud, revealed by covert infrared filming
of his “physical mediumship” at Banyan Retreat, Kent [PN
July, August and September 2016] earlier this year.

His ability to fool many people poses serious questions
about the involvement of Spiritualist churches - some
of them SNU members - and independent centres in
unwittingly exposing their followers to fraudulent activities.

It’s difficult to know if Mannion once had some genuine
physical mediumship ability, but as his physical séances for
three years or more have followed the same pattern as the
“séance” caught on video, this is now being questioned.

Physical mediums have produced some spectacular
results over the years, manifesting remarkable phenomena

combined with impressive evidence of life after death.
But even the best have been accused of fraud - often
unjustifiably, it seems - by sceptics who refuse to believe
such things are possible.

The major problem with most accounts of
materialisations and other ectoplasmic phenomena is that
they usually occur in darkness or in low light conditions,
often making eyewitness accounts less than reliable.

Psychic News believes it is now time for Spiritualists
around the world to unite in stamping out fraud by utilising
new technology before the activities of fake physical
mediums like Mannion do long-lasting damage to the
Movement.

As a first step, we are campaigning for every physical
medium who demonstrates publicly to be tested using the
latest, non-invasive thermal technology. We are also inviting
all Spiritualist churches and centres to give their support

to this campaign by agreeing to allow only those physical
mediums whose abilities have been verified by thermal
imaging technology to demonstrate on their premises.
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7 Mediums

2 reactions

There are probably no more than adozen
individuals who claim to possess physical
mediumship that they can demonstrate at public
séances. We expect resistance from some of
them but they have nothing to lose, except their
reputations.

Scott Milligan, whose levitation and independent direct
voice phenomena have been reported in our columns, was
among the first to reject the AFC protocol, though that was
due, in large part,toa demand in the AFC’s documentation
that subsequently proved to be inaccurate.

The very first requirement for future “dark séances” at
AFC read: “they must be filmed with infrared cameras” and
it went on to discuss night vision goggles also being made
available to those in attendance. Scott Milligan found those

conditions unacceptable - as would most other mediums -
on the basis that infrared light might damage his mediumship
and his health.

At the very least, he was not prepared to agree to the
protocol without first discussing it with his spirit helpers. He
therefore withdrew his services from the AFC (PN January
2015).

It later transpired that not only was the AFC willing
to drop its demand to use infrared cameras in favour of
passive imaging, but also that the equipment it was using
was not infrared but “the latest thermal imaging equipment
developed for the military [which] emits no light that could
be damaging to the medium” (statement made by Bruton in

PN March 2015).

Psychic News understands that Scott Milligan is now
experimenting with such equipment under spirit instruction
in his home circle, of which Nic Whitham and Steven Siu,
Banyan Retreat co-owners, are members.

Banyan Retreat expresses its commitment to the testing
mediums on its website in these words: “In order to protect
and ensure the legitimacy of our physical mediums in our
modern world it has become necessary for us to ask them
to work whilst we film them with a thermal imaging camera.
These cameras are extremely expensive and are the only
product available which will cause no harm to them as they
work in a darkened room.”

It is inviting donations towards its own camera at
fundraising.banyanretreat.com/thermalimaging/ but Nic
Whitham makes it clear that they are still at an experimental
stage and are working in consultation with three circles.
Progress will depend on receiving approval from the spirit
teams.

The London-based Spiritualist Association of Great
Britain has also welcomed the TRUTH campaign. In giving its
full support, general manager Annie Blair says it has always
been the Association’s intention of introducing more physical

mediumship again, once they move to new permanent
premises and have a suitable environment for this type of
work.

“There are so many genuine mediums working to
promote Spiritualism,” she adds, “and as always it is the very
few who create a bad reputation for the Movement.”
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Sofas and other furnishings are removed when physical séances are
held in this room at the Australian Academy of Spirit (Photo: AAS)
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